
Prairie Association  �  I ll inois Conference UCC

Page 1 MTAM ________

Local Church Search Committee Policies

1. All Search Committees shall be informed by the Association Search Consultant of the

Ministry T eam  for Auth orized  Ministry's  require men t that any pasto ral candidate 's

eccles iastical a uthorization m ust be  pre-sc reene d by the  association b efore th e candidate  is

presented to the congregation for election.  Failure to follow this step may jeopardize the

candida te's ability to obtain  standing  in the Prairie A ssociation  should s ubsequent inqu iry

reveal previously unknown ethical, moral and/or theological concerns.

2. All Search Committees shall be informed by the Association Search Consultant of the

Ministry T eam  for Auth orized  Ministry's  require men t that all ca ll letters an d othe r contra cts

mus t be sc reene d by the  Association p rior to the  time o f the election o r selec tion of a

candida te to any pa storal office (for examp le, but not lim ited to, called p astor, interim  pastor,

contracted pastor, etc.).  Failure to follow this step may result in the refusal of the committee

to authorize approval of the terms of the call (or contract), per the provisions of the three-

way covenan t.

Resources for Background Checks

1. www.oxforddoc.com


